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This international preliminary exaBCiinatipn report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority and 
is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of - 3 sheets, including this cover sheet 

This report is also accompanied l>y ANI^^EXES, i.e., sheets of the description^ claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for fliis report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authorify (see Role 
70. 1 6 and Section 607 of die Administrative Instructions under the PCT>. 

These aimexes consist of a total of sheet(s). * " 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


Intemational application No. 1 

PCT/SG2003/0(K>299 


L Basis of the report | 


1. Withiegardto the elements of the intemational Implication:* I 
(x| ^ international application as originally filed. 

1 1 the description, . pages , as originally filed, ^ A 
pages , * filed with the demand, JT" 
pages f received on with the letter of ^ 

1 the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

' ^ 1 
pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, ^ 
pages , filed with the demand, ^ 
pages , received on with the letter of . lC 

1 1 the drawings, pages , as originaUy filed, 

^ 1 

pages ,. filed with the demand, jCi 
pages , received on with the letter of ^ \ 
1 1 the sequence listing part of the description: C! 

} pages , as originally filed 1 

pages y filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of ] 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements mariced above were available or fiimished to diis Authority in die language in 
which the mtemational application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or fiimished to this Audiority in the following language which is: 

f~] ^ language of a translation firmished forthc purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)), 

1 } language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

Q the languagc.of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary^ examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the international 

prelmiinary exaniination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
1 1 coiitained in the intemational application in written form. 

1 1 filed together with die intemational application in computer readable fftrm ' ■ ^ ^ 
> Q furnished subsequendy to this Authority in written foria 

\ [ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

Q The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished: 

(~] The statement that the information recorded in conq>uter readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

beenfuniished . 1 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: j 

1 1 the description, pages • . - j 

r~| ihe claims, * Nos. • 
[ 1 the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5. Q report has been established as if (some oft the arnend^^ 1 

go ^cyouu ihe disclosure as filed, as indicated in die Siq>plemental Box (Rule 70^<c)> | 




^^^iT^f"fi^n ^^^fi""^^^^ the receiving Office in response io an invltaiion under Article 14 are referred to in this \ 
reportas originally filed and are not amiexed to thU report since they do not contain amendments (^^ 

^fty replacement sheet containing such amendments must 5e referred to^u^^ . . | 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appIicabiUty; citations 
and explanations supporting sucli statement 



1. Statement: 

Novelty (N) claims 1-23 YES 

Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-23 YES 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA). Claims 1-23 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

C- D 1 : Zhou, G. et al. Named Entity Recognition Using an HMM-based Chunk Tagger 
> Proc. 40* Annual Meeting of the Association for Computational Linguistics, pp. 473-80, July 2002 

- D2: Bikel, D. M. et al. An Algorithm that Learns What 's in a Name 
Machine Learning, vol. 34, pp 21 1-31, 1999 

- ,D3: Katz, S. M. Estimation of Probabilities from Sparse Data for the Language Mo4el Component of a 
Speech Recogniz&^, IEEE Trans, on Aooustics, Speech and Signal Processing, VoL 35, pp. 400-1, 1987 

- D4:. Saito. K. et al, Multi-Language Named-Entity Recognition System Based on HMM 
Proc. ACL 2003 Worljshop on Multilingual and Mixed-Language Named Entity Recognition, pp. 41-8 

- D5: US 6,052,682 A (MILLER et al), 18 April 2000 

- D6: US 6,31 1,152 jBl(BAIetal), 30 October 2001 . 

- D7: US 2003/0191625 Al(GORINetal), 9 October 2003 

Y - The above documents represent the closest available prior art, and do not anticipate the claimed invention. 
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